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 be able to do 

The 10
th

 grade Radio, TV, and Film Elective class will be able to differentiate musical 

styles and be able to use these styles to narrate familiar fairytales with an 85% success 

rating. 

 understand 

The students will understand how different songs can narrate a story based on their style.  

They will be able to describe, in their own words, texture, timbre, rhythm, and dynamics.   

 encounter 

The National Standards covered in this lesson are arranging music within specified 

guidelines, listening to, analyzing, and describing music, evaluating music, and 

understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 

 perceive 

The students will be able to identify music styles in their everyday listening, including 

recognizing music styles in film, radio, and TV settings.   

Focusing Question: 

 Why is it important to recognize different music styles in film, TV, and radio? 

Assessment: 

 Formative 

 What makes this piece sound happy/sad/energetic/etc.? 

 What words would you use to describe this music? 
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 What textures/dynamics/timbres/rhythms make this piece sound different than another 

example? 

 What scene from what movie would you use to narrate with this music/piece/song? 

Assessment 

 The students will create their own soundtrack to narrate a familiar fairytale using their 

knowledge of musical style to select appropriate songs.  They will have a minimum of 10 

songs and maximum of 15 songs for their soundtrack, and they must also write an 

accompanying 2 to 3 page summary of why they chose the pieces they chose using the 

official music terms and their own descriptions.  At least 3 of their songs must be songs 

that they have never heard before. 

Materials: 

 Classroom computer/sound system 

 Board for lecture purposes 

 Individual classroom computers (?) 

Partner: 

 As the students are walking in, play Strauss’s “Blue Danube” with a waltz video.  Next, 

play the clip of the movie “Rango” with  “Blue Danube” music scene.  After this, play 

the clip from the Spongebob episode “Jellyfishing”.   

 Ask if the students can point out any other similar situation where classical pieces or 

popular songs are used in different contexts.   

Present: 

 Begin with presenting the “Blue Danube” in different contexts.   
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 Ask the students if they can recognize any other similar situations.  Why do these songs 

work in different contexts?  In your own words, what are the characteristics of this 

music? 

 Introduce texture, dynamics, timbre of instruments/voices, and rhythms in “Blue 

Danube” 

 Move on to other pieces/songs = classical, romantic, impressionistic, baroque, any other 

modern examples they would know (not introducing eras, more characteristics of styles 

of eras) 

 Introduce fairytales (make sure that students are familiar with all) and project of making 

soundtrack for fairytale 

 Students will choose fairytale in private with me, possibly use their own choice of 

fairytale if I deem it familiar enough 

 After students have completed their soundtrack project, they will anonymously hand it in 

to me at the beginning of the next class.  After this has occurred, they will all receive a 

list of the possibilities for fairytales.  As a class, we will listen to the soundtracks and 

make a guess as to which soundtracks are telling which tales.  The students will explain 

why they think the soundtracks match the fairytales.  After all of the listening is 

complete, the true matching fairytales will be revealed. 

Personalize: 

 When listening to and watching videos with familiar music and music styles, students 

will be able to recollect and recognize instances when certain music styles are used to emphasize 

a mood and tell a story.   
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 The students will also have the chance to choose their own pieces/songs to narrate their 

stories.  They will be able to explore different genres in addition to using familiar music.   

Perform: 

 The students will be sharing their soundtracks during class while the class interprets the 

story told by the soundtrack. 

Process: 

 This lesson is really completed over at least two class periods, and I may even allow 

another class to choose songs and ask advice of myself and the students’ peers.  The discussion 

of music styles could be very personalized or very technical depending on the group, and it could 

be slow or too fast depending on the level of musicianship of the students.   


